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JET MANAGEMENT & BEYOND

PIAGGIO P.180, DYNAMIC TURBOPROP, ADDED TO FLEET

Elite Air has made a unique new addition to its fleet 
of charter aircraft—the rear-accelerated turbroprop 
Piaggio P.180 Avanti. The striking Piaggio will 
join Elite Air’s King Air 200 and Piper Malibu to 

A St. Petersburg-based Falcon 50 is one of five air-
craft to have joined the Elite Air fleet this month. 
Shown at bottom right is a Citation Excel that’s also 
new to the portfolio. More aircraft are coming soon.

bring its propeller-plane portfolio to three aircraft.
The Piaggio, however, brings performance that is truly 

in a class by itself, according to Elite Air CEO Gray Gibbs. 
“The unique design of the Piaggio gives it jet-like perfor-

mance in almost every way,” Gibbs said. “It can fly higher, 
faster and farther than anything in its class. We’ve had our 
eye on these aircraft for some time, so we couldn’t be more 
excited to finally have one on our certificate.”

Elite Air’s Piaggio P.180 will be based at St. Pete-
Clearwater International Airport (PIE) and will be avail-
able for charter in the next several weeks. The aircraft can 
travel nearly 1,500 nautical miles at 41,000 feet and more 

(continued on page 2)
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EXPERIENCED DISPATCHER JAMIE CONDO JOINS TEAM
Jamie Condo, a veteran aircraft dispatcher with nearly 20 

years experience, joined the Elite Air team in late 2016.
Condo comes to Elite Air from Flexjet and has worked 

in flight sales and operations since 1998, when she com-
pleted her service with the U.S. Navy. She served as an air 
traffic control specialist for nine years while enlisted.

“I was fortunate enough to be one of the first females 
stationed on an aircraft carrier on the West Coast,” she 
said of her time in the Navy.

Condo’s educational background is in business admin-
istration; she earned her bachelor’s degree from Colum-
bia Southern University. In addition to aviation, she has 

COMPANY NEWS

PIAGGIO P.180, DYNAMIC TURBOPROP, ADDED TO FLEET
than 450 miles per hour, making it comparable in range to 
most light to midsize jets, while being more fuel efficient 
and affordable.

“The Piaggio we’re now lucky enough to manage is im-
maculately maintained,” said AJ Becker, Elite Air’s mar-
keting and sales director. “Passengers in this aircraft aren’t 
likely to recognize they aren’t traveling in a jet.”

Elite Air’s Piaggio will be flown in the more reliable 
two-pilot configuration—First Officer Scott Rydman will 

be joined in the cockpit by a captain to be named—and can 
seat up to eight. The fully pressurized cabin features articu-
lating leather seating, a working galley and extensive enter-
tainment options.

Hundreds of corporations around the country—and 
globe—have over the years adopted the Italian-designed 
Piaggio, which was first offered to the Italian armed forces.

“We can’t wait to hear customers’ reactions to this air-
craft,” Becker said. “It’s been turning heads all over the 
world since the late 90s, and we’re sure folks will love it.”  

(continued from page 1)

worked in sales and dispatch in the yachting and fire res-
cue industries.

Condo primarily covers weekends for Elite Air, an ar-
rangement she says suits her schedule. “I love it because of 
the flexibility of it,” she said. “I have two teenage daugh-
ters, and I love being available to them.”

Elite Air CEO Gray Gibbs said he’s known Condo for 
more than 15 years through her work in the industry.

“Jamie has worked with some of the best in the busi-
ness, and we knew she would fit right in with the Elite Air 
team,” he said. “She’s been tasked with a difficult job tak-
ing on weekends, but she’s excelled at it immediately.”  

The Piaggio P.180 that recently joined the Elite Air 
charter certificate features seating for eight with ar-
ticulating leather seating.
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SECOND HAWKER 800 ADDED TO CHARTER CERTIFICATE
Elite Air has added a second workhorse Hawker 800 to 

its charter certificate, giving passengers another affordable 
option in the midsize jet class out of the St. Pete-Clearwater 
International Airport (PIE).

“The Hawker is one of our most popular charter aircraft,” 
Elite Air Marketing and Sales Director AJ Becker said. “Now, 
when one of our Hawkers is on the road or in the air—which 
is often—we’ll be able to offer customers a second option.”

The Hawker 800A with the XPR upgrade seats up to eight 
passengers and has a range of 2,900 miles. The XPR upgrade 
offers increased stability and more efficient operations com-
pared to its predecessor. The aircraft is capable of 447 knots 
at 37,000 feet of altitude. For long-range flights, it operates 
best at 400 knots at 39,000 feet.

“This aircraft gives our customers a second, nearly identi-
cal midsize that falls neatly between our extensive light op-
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The newest Hawker 800A with the XPR upgrade on the Elite Air charter certificate gives customers another midsize op-
tion for trips from coast to coast.

tions and our super midsize jets,” Becker said.
Crewed by a team that includes Tom Rissmiller, Drew Spi-

ros, Bruce Bartling and Doug Downer, the Elite Air-managed 
Hawkers are “stable and comfortable,” according to Riss-
miller. “And its range is good for that size airplane,” he said. 

The 800XPR is capable of coast-to-coast flights at indus-
try-leading values. Rissmiller, who has more than 15,000 
total hours and more than 5,000 hours in Hawkers, said the 
team of first officers is “the best in the business.”

According to Elite Air CEO Gray Gibbs, the company’s 
familiarity with the Hawker 800 and how to operate it make 
the new airframe a perfect addition to the charter certificate.

“We’ve been flying Hawkers for more than a decade,” he 
said. “This is a platform that we know how to crew, main-
tain, stock and market. We expect it to be another strong con-
tributor in our fleet of charter jets.”    



COMPANY SNAPSHOTS

The Air Force Thunderbirds, led by Lieutenant Colonel Jason Heard, flew over the 
Daytona International Speedway just as the national anthem ended on Feb. 26. 
The Air Force demonstration team flies over the Daytona 500, along with a host 
of other high-profile events, every year.
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For a full video of the Air 
Force Thunderbirds flyover, 
visit Elite Air on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/Elite-
Air-139090768823.

AN UNEXPECTED  
BIRD ENCOUNTER

Elite Air CEO Gray Gibbs and Pilot 
Drew Spiros were fortunate enough to catch 
an Air Force Thunderbirds flyover while on 
assignment in Daytona Beach, Fla. Gibbs 
and Spiros watched the flyover on Feb. 26 
at Daytona Beach International Airport, 
where they had delivered passengers for the 
Daytona 500. The Thunderbirds perform at 
the race every year.



Gray Gibbs, Elite Air CEO

CEO LETTER: KEEPING AN OPEN EAR 
Elite Air has been running at a great 

clip this year—as has the industry on the 
whole—and if you’ll permit me the cliche: 
It’s all about our people.

We’ve added pilots, cabin servers, main-
tenance technicians, dispatchers and ad-
mins to keep up with our growing fleet, and 
they have all hit the skies flying.

In management, we’re only hoping to 
keep up with these fine folks. Dialing in 
our scheduling and keeping everyone on 
the same page is a work in progress. And 
suffice it to say, if any of our staff has ques-
tions or concerns, my door is open. (If any 
of you are reading this, consider that a formal invitation.)

Whether it’s Jamie Condo, our newest dispatcher, or 
one of the many pilots that have recently joined us—Bruce 
Bartling, Andrew Beard, Sean Berge, David Brown, Scott 

Carey, Ben Contreras, Carlton Clayton, Doug 
Downer, Mario Espaillat, Josh Foersch, Bob 
Gary, Josh Green, Perry Lasky, Mark Mealey, 
Brian Padar, Scott Peterson, Scott Rydman, 
Keegan Schroeder, Rick Shoemaker, Corey 
Sullivan, David Vollrath—these hard workers 
come together to make Elite Air available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. While most 
folks are comfortably working their 9 to 5s, 
Elite Air employees are on call or working 
odd hours to make sure we can satisfy clients’ 
needs whether it’s mid-day or midnight. It’s no 
easy task, and our team members deserve all 
the credit for what we’ve accomplished.

Everything you find on these pages, from our latest aircraft 
additions, to our sales and marketing team improvements, to 
our well-oiled maintenance department, is their achievement.

Except for this letter. I wrote this letter myself. 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS ELITE AIR?
3/18—The Boca-based Challenger 300 heads to the 
tip of South America to start a tour of the continent. 
Rick Shoemaker and David Vollrath do the flying.

4/12—Suffering from South American envy, Rich-
ard Byrd and Justin Williams get as close to the con-
tinent as they can without actually touching down.

3/20—Bill Van Scoyoc and Brian Padar likewise 
head south, piloting their Citation X to Cordoba, 
Argentina, about 400 miles from Buenos Aires.

3/22—The Challenger 300 is hot on the Citation 
X’s tail, arriving in Buenos Aires just two days af-
ter the Citation touched down in Argentina.

COMPANY SNAPSHOTS
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BUSINESS AVIATION POSTS MONSTER YEAR
Business aviation recorded one of its best years in history 

in 2016, according to Argus International’s Business Avia-
tion 2016 Review.

The industry analyst and auditor reported that growth 
continued in every major aircraft and operational category 
in 2016. In 11 of the 12 calendar months, the industry saw 
gains. Only April experienced a slight year-over-year de-
cline of 0.6%.

According to Argus, 2016 flight activity was up 3.2% and 
flight hours were up 3.8% when compared to 2015. That 
represented three straight years of growth in business avia-
tion from 2014-2016.

Argus indicated flight activity stayed fairly consistent 
throughout the year. The second half, from July to Decem-
ber, was up 3.3% compared to the same period in 2015, 
while the first half was up 3.1%. The first quarter of 2016 
experienced the strongest year-over-year rise in flight activ-
ity, up 4.2% from Q1 2015, helped along by the extra day 
in February. The second, third and fourth quarters saw in-
creases of 1.9%, 3.3% and 3.2%.

The Part 135 industry continued to lead business avia-

tion’s overall industry growth. The segment saw yearly 
gains in 11 of the 12 months in 2016, including 10.1% 
growth in November. Part 135 on-demand charter flights 
and flight hours grew 5.6% and 5.8% in the past 12 months 
when compared to 2015. Part 135 operators flew 1,413,870 
hours last year, an increase of 77,336 hours over 2015.

Breaking it down by aircraft, large cabin Part 135 flight 
hours grew 10.1% in 2016. Midsize Part 135 flight hours 
grew at a rate of 3%, and small cabin aircraft flights grew 
1.8%. Turboprop flight hours increased 9.4% during 2016.

Part 91 flights and flight hours likewise increased, at 2% 
and 2.9%, over the past 12 months compared to 2015. Part 
91 operators flew 2,234,979 hours in 2016, an upsurge of 
63,159 hours from the previous year.

The fractional industry, which posted yearly declines 
during 10 of the 12 months in 2015, posted yearly gains 
during 9 of the 12 months last year.

Following the robust 2016, Argus analysts estimate the 
positive trend will continue well into 2017. Flight activity 
in January, February and March rose several percentage 
points over the same period in 2016.    

INDUSTRY NEWS

The worldwide fleet of Challenger 300s, including the one on 
Elite Air’s 135 certificate based in Boca Raton, Fla., flew 90,054 
flights in 2016, more than any other super-midsize aircraft.


